
 

 

        Willow & Rowan Year 1 

      Class Newsletter, Term 2, 2019-2020     

Welcome back!  

We hope that all families had a lovely  

half term break!  

 

Term 2’s Theme 

Where we are in time and place  

Central Idea  

Exploration may lead us to develop new understanding  

of how we live 

Read Write Inc.  

Week 2 of this term will see new RWI groups 
commencing once assessments have taken place. Your 
child’s group will be recorded on their progress sheet 
which is stuck in their yellow reading record book.  

Home Reading 

Children are expected to read at home for at least 10 minutes 
every day. Children have their colour banded reading books 

which, ideally, need to be changed every day or when they have 
finished reading the book.  

 When children move to a new RWI group their book band colour 
will be changed. This information will be written in your child’s 

yellow reading record book. 

Spellings 

 As stated in the Year 1 Welcome meeting weekly 
spellings will commence in Term 2.  

Your child will receive new spellings every Friday 
and be tested the following week on either 
Thursday or Friday.  

All green home spellings books must be in school 
by Thursday to receive new spellings and marks from the previous 
weeks test to be inputted. Any late books will not have scores or 
new spellings stuck in.  

Children will be reminded to hand their spellings books in each 
Thursday morning, they must then independently put them into 
the correct box/tray in their classrooms. This Thursday there will 
be no test as it is our first week, we will spend time teaching the 
children how to learn their spellings and use their green home 
spellings books.  

Maths 

In maths this term our main focus will be learning 

to count in multiples of twos, fives and ten’s. We 

will work on identifying common 2D and 3D 

shapes and properties of these shapes as well as 

work on position and direction.  

Children will be expected to recognise; 2-D rectangles, squares, 

circles and triangles  and 3-D cuboids, cubes, pyramids and spheres. 

They will also learn how to describe position, direction and 

movement, including whole, half, quarter and three-quarter turns. 

We will recap our learning of counting to 20 both forwards and 

backwards, number bonds to 20 and missing number problems.  

Maths Homework 

Mathseeds 

Weekly homework will be set on 

Mathseeds on a Friday for completion by 

the following Thursday. 

Class teachers will regularly log on to view pupil 

progress and time spent on Mathseeds.  

Times Table Rockstars 

To help children with counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10, we will be 

using an app called Time Table Rockstars. This free to use resource 

can be accessed from home on a computer/ phone or tablet. Your 

children’s log in details will be added to reading record books. 

Science, Geography & History 

Linking with our central idea our science will focus on the topic of animals. Children will learn about different types of animals including 
birds, fish, mammals, replities, amphibians and identify if they are carnivores, herbivores or omnivores. 

We will also continue to think about seasonal changes around the world, explore our continents and oceans and learn about our locality.  

In History, we will continue to look at the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. In particular, we will learn about Tim Peake and Christopher Columbus.  

 



 

 

PE 

Mr Barnard will continue to teach PE 
this term. PE for both classes will be on 

a WEDNESDAY from week 2.  

Please ensure kits are in school at all 
times, as on occasion there can be a timetable change.  

Children MUST have appropriate footwear and socks (especially 
girls who come to school wearing tights) otherwise they will not 

be able to take part.  

PE takes place inside and outside so please also ensure they have 
dark coloured tracksuits for colder weather.  

Can we remind parents to check that all items of clothing and 
footwear are labeled including hats. 

Music 

Mrs Stroud will continue to teach Willow & 
Rowan class for music sessions.  

 

We will also begin practice for our Christmas 
Production, dates and times will be published in the main school 
newsletter soon.  

 

 

 

Library day for both Willow & Rowan will be a FRIDAY.  
 

Children will have an opportunity to look at books and bring one home to share. Children can keep the book they choose for up to one 
week. Please ensure children have their library book back in school by the following Friday ready to change for a new one.  

We try to visit the library every week. If children forget to bring their book in on library day they will not be able to take another one 
home until the previous week’s book is returned.  

Children will choose their own books. 

 
 
 
 
 

Termly IB Homework  

Children are to choose 1 or more homework tasks they would like to complete this term.  
Termly homework will be due in by Monday 16th December 2019. Photos of a selection of termly homework will be uploaded onto our 

year 1 google site. Some best pieces will also go up on display in the school.  

Option 1: Find out about a famous person from the past and carry out some research on them. 

Option 2: Do you have family or friends that live in another part of the world?  
Carry out some research on how their lifestyle differs from yours. 

Option 2: Research an animal native to another country around the world and  
identify what they need to survive. 

You can choose how to present your homework, some ideas include;  
a story, a fact file, a poster or even a video report which can be emailed into the school office  

to be forwarded onto class teachers. 

 


