
 

 

        Willow & Rowan Year 1 

      Class Newsletter, Term 3, 2019-2020     

Welcome back!  

We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break. 

 

A big thank you for all the wonderful cards and gifts, they were 

truly appreciated. 

Term 3 Theme 

Sharing the Planet  

 

Central Idea  

People can interact with, use and value the  

natural environment in different ways. 

 

Read Write Inc.  

This week RWI assessments have taken place. Your 
child’s group will be recorded on their progress sheet 
which is stuck in their yellow reading record book. 
Week 2 of this term will see new RWI groups 
commencing. 

 Home Reading 

Children are expected to read at home for at least 10 minutes 
every day. Children have their colour banded reading books 

which, ideally, need to be changed every day or when they have 
finished reading the book. Children must independently put them 

into the correct box/tray in their classrooms in order to be 
changed.  

Please ensure you sign your child’s reading record to indicate 
they have read at home. 

 From week 2, if/ when children move to a new RWI group their 
book band colour will be changed. This information will be written 

in your child’s yellow reading record book. 

Spellings 

Your child will continue to receive new spellings 
every Friday and be tested the following week on 
either Thursday or Friday.  

All green home spellings books must be in school 
by Thursday to receive new spellings and marks 

from the previous weeks test. Any late books will not have scores 
or new spellings stuck in.  

Children will be reminded to hand their spellings books in each 
Thursday morning, they must then independently put them into 
the correct box/tray in their classrooms.  

Maths 

In maths this term our main focus will be 

learning how to tell the time to the hour and 

half past the hour. 

Children will be expected to recognise and use 

language relating to dates, including days of the week, weeks, 

months and years and solve word problems relating to time.  

We will also look at how to solve practical problems for time 

(quicker, slower, earlier, later) and measure and begin to record 

time (hours, minutes, seconds). 

 

We will recap our learning of solving one-step problems that involve 
addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations. 

Maths Homework 

Mathseeds: Weekly homework will be 

set on Mathseeds on a Friday for 

completion by the 

following Thursday. Class teachers will regularly log 

on to view pupil progress and time spent on 

Mathseeds.  

Times Table Rockstars: Your children’s log in details are located in 

their reading record books. PLEASE NOTE: Only Garage and Arena 

games can be set to 2, 5, and 10s. Pupils playing in Studio, 

Soundcheck, Festival or Rock Slam, may be asked questions up to 

12×12, we are unable to restrict these games.  

Science, Geography & History 

Linking with our central idea our science learning will cover observing and describing the weather associated with each season and 
describing how day length varies throughout the year.  

We will continue to link this to our learning from last term about seasonal changes around the world, exploring our continents and 
oceans and learn about our locality.  

In History, we will look at the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 



In particular, we will learn about Robert Falcon Scott and Joseph Turner.  

PE 

Mr Barnard will continue to teach PE 
this term. PE for both classes will be on 

a WEDNESDAY.  

Please ensure kits are in school at all 
times, as on occasion there can be a timetable change.  

Children MUST have appropriate footwear and socks (especially 
girls who come to school wearing tights) otherwise they will not 

be able to take part.  

PE takes place inside and outside so please also ensure they have 
dark coloured tracksuits for colder weather.  

Can we remind parents to check that all items of clothing and 
footwear are labeled including hats. 

Music 

Mrs Stroud will continue to teach 
Willow & Rowan class for music 

sessions.  

The  focus this term will be on how 
composers interpret seasons and nature linking to 

our Central Idea.  

 

 

 

 

 

Library day for both Willow & Rowan will be a FRIDAY.  
 

Children will have an opportunity to look at books and bring one home to share. Children can keep the book they choose for up to one 
week. Please ensure children have their library book back in school by the following Friday ready to change for a new one.  

We try to visit the library every week. If children forget to bring their book in on library day they will not be able to take another one 
home until the previous week’s book is returned.  

Children will choose their own books that can be shared with you at home.  

 
 
 
 
 

Termly IB Homework  

Children are to choose 1 or more homework tasks they would like to complete this term.  
Termly homework will be due in by Monday 10th February 2020. Photos of a selection of termly homework will be uploaded onto our 

year 1 google site. Some best pieces will also go up on display in the school for the next term before being returned home.  

Option 1: Find out about a famous explorer from the past and carry out some research on them. Present it in whatever way you wish. 

Option 2: Choose one or more seasons and create a poster - consider the features in the environment and explain how they relate to 
your chosen season. For example, you could choose a tree/ mountain and design a poster showing us how it looks different in winter 

compared to summer.  

Option 2: Draw a map of your local area and plot some different features such as parks/ shops/ stations etc.  

You can choose how to present your homework, some ideas include;  
a story, a fact file, a poster or even a video report which can be emailed into the school office  

to be forwarded onto class teachers. 

Remember to visit our class Google site for pictures of our work. 

 


