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Message from the Principal 

I’d like to say a big thank you to all our parents and carers  who are 

supporting their children  in accessing their online learning. I 

appreciate this can be tricky to do particularly when  juggling this with 

your own work commitments and household chores, so thank you.  I hope you all 

manage to enjoy a restful Easter break at home with your families, keep safe.  

Online Survey & general tips 

 

Again we have been impressed by the standard of 
work that our children have produced in the Google 

Classroom this week! 
 

Some wonderful work has been received and from the 
results of the latest survey responses, just over 70% of 
you feel that the amount of work set is adequate across 
our Academy.  A minority of 11% feel the work set is too 

little, with 19% feeling the work set is too much. 
 

The Senior Leadership Team have discussed how we 
can best respond to the comments and make the online 

learning even better for our children after Easter. 
 

We are aware a small few have struggled with logging in 
and navigating around the Google Classroom, but as 
with all new things, the more you use it, the easier it 

becomes!  To those who are still getting to grips with how 
to access assignments and upload work, please be 
assured we are all in this learning curve together!  

 
Hopefully the following short video clip will help to give 
you some tips on setting up, logging in and navigating 

around the  ’Google Classroom’ (click on the link to play) 
 

 We will be including more tips and video clips weekly to 
support parents 

 We have tried to include a mixture of online, pen/paper 
exercises, outdoor and project based activities to give a 
variety and minimise dependence on electronic devices 

 There is no need to feel your child is ‘behind’ as work can 
be accessed at any time and will simply be archived 

 As a Google based Trust, Zoom videos do not meet GDPR 
guidelines 

 As part of the LAT, we will be looking at using ‘Google 
Meet’ at some point in the future 

 We will also be looking at presenting some teaching via 
Google slide ‘talk overs’  

 ‘Stars of the Week’ are awarded for a variety of reasons, 
outcome, attitude, effort and not just achievement 

 After Easter, we will be awarding two stars of the week for 
each class as well as our shout outs 

 Teachers will respond to all work that is handed in so you 
know its been received 

 Teachers will be looking at differentiation after Easter as 
they too become more proficient at using the site. 

The Google ‘Classroom’ 

      ‘Handing in Work’ 

After speaking to a few parents, it would appear 
that although children have been accessing and 

completing work daily, they have not actually 
submitted or ‘handed in’  work to their teacher 

for marking and comment.   
 

Please be sure to check that work is being 
submitted or upload a photo if it is paper based.  
To help with this, we have posted a short video 

below , which we hope you find useful. 
 

Submitting an assignment and attached files/photos 

 
When adding files or videos as attachments, 
make sure you are logged in as your child i.e. 

on your child’s google login. 
 

As a staff, we will be looking into adding more 
videos after Easter to help parents and students 

become more proficient at using the google 
classroom site. 

      Live Stream on Google Classroom  

 

For clarity; if your child posts a comment in the 
live stream (daily chat) - they are talking to 

their classmates and teacher i.e. the class.  You 
can upload videos or photos here too to interact 

with the class as a whole.   
 

These are monitored by class teachers and our 
online safety policy is strictly adhered to, so 
please be mindful your child’s comments are 

polite, relevant and kind. 
 

If you wish to speak to the class teacher directly 
for help, guidance or feedback on your work, 

this should be done via the private comment box 
which can be accessed by viewing the 

assignment in the classwork tab - and this will 
only then be seen by the class teacher and 

student. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSxNLaWm74g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsD1QJEN0Yg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsD1QJEN0Yg


      Free School Meals 

 

Children registered as entitled 
to free school meals have 

been invited to collect food in a 
one-off collection for the past 
two weeks.  After the Easter 
Holidays, the Government 
have promised to provide 
vouchers for all children 

registered as entitled to free 
school meals. 

 
We still await confirmation on 

how these will be distributed or 
collected, but these should be 
available from Monday April 

20.  Please see our news item 

 Rainbow 

Pictures spread 

positivity! 

 

Keep posting your 
rainbow pictures and 

artwork creations in your 
windows to keep passers 

by optimistic and 
positive, despite the 

restrictions placed on 
our home life during this 

difficult time! 
 

Join a number of children 
to provide ‘rainbow 

pictures’ to decorate for 
the new Nightingale 
Hospital in London. 

 
Please send to 

 
#RainbowsForNightingale 

 Easter 

Break 

 
During the 

Easter Break, 
there will be no 

daily work scheduled but class 
teachers have been working hard, to 

put together a list of activities and 
guides to help provide some 

entertainment and ideas for the 
holidays. These will be shared in your 

child’s classroom. 
 

The live stream will be locked down at 
the end of Friday 3 April so students 

will not be able to interact, as both the 
google classroom and stream will not 

be monitored over the holidays by class 
teachers.   

 
You will still be able to access the 

‘classroom’ to pick up assignments not 
completed, but these will be archived, 
for use later by those wishing to catch 
up - as some parents have requested 

this.  You can still submit work but it will 
not be looked at until after the Easter 

holidays. 
 

Please do not worry if your child’s 
assignment is ‘late’ as teachers are 

happy to mark work handed in later, as 
we appreciate some parents can 

sometimes only allow their children 
access to laptops and computers when 

they themselves have finished their 
own workday, 

 
We wish all our parents, carers, 

children and our staff, a happy Easter 
break.  Despite the good weather that 

is predicted, please remember 
#StayHomeSaveLives and 

protect our NHS  

      Class Registers 

 
After Easter, when we return to the ‘classroom’ we will be introducing a 
Register everyday so that we can more accurately track those that are 

engaging but more importantly for safeguarding reasons. 
 

If there has been no activity in the ‘classroom’ for some days, we will 
call in the usual way we would operate our first day calling if in school. 

 
Following a trial by Year 3 this week, ‘Registration’ will commence on 

Monday 20 April for the whole Academy and will operate by a 
question to your child to post their name in the classwork tab.  Although 
this will be posted in the morning, your child can respond any time that 

day, to show that they are engaging with the work set. 

       

Blue Workbooks 

 

 
 

Some parents have contacted the Academy to 
say that their child’s blue book workbook is full - 
and that’s fantastic news because it shows just 

how much work is being completed. 
 

Additional supplies of blue workbooks will be 
made available for collection from the Academy 
office.  Please only take one book at a time (if 

nobody is at the office) to ensure there are 
sufficient for everyone! 

 
These will be available for collection from the 
shelf in the foyer, between the hours of 10am 

and 2pm to avoid drop off/pick up times. 
 

      Easter Holidays 

 
As we approach the Easter Holidays, can we just take a moment 
to reflect on our current situation and how things have changed 

for all of us, over the last few weeks! 
 

We are sure you will agree we all find ourselves in an unprecedented 
situation; families attempting to work full time whilst ‘home schooling’  

families in ‘isolation’ and apart from loved ones, families trying to come 
to terms with the loss of family or friends, families trying to adjust to 

changes and copying in anxious times and key worker families trying to 
cope with juggling their families whilst continuing to volunteer on the 

front line fight against COVID 19. 
 

Let’s be thankful that our children are safe and well with us at home; 
look forward to a well earned Easter Break with the family but please 

be aware of the Government advice even though the weather seems to 
be getting warmer.   

 
If you are stuck for some ideas over the Easter Break, you might be 

interested in some of the activities posted in the Google Classrooms. 
 

You may also find the following links from Parentzone helpful in this 
difficult time, to help with health and mental wellbeing for your family. 

 
How to look after your Family’s mental health whilst indoors  and 

 
How to entertain your kids at home 

 

 

https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/free-school-meals-voucher-scheme/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rainbowsfornightingale?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAfmkDfKB_E4px_xcdNPA9FulhQ11t36v_2-aiu_ztwG4p5DekVVIg2FQ8Fp-nj9L6mCU-JnrffKvz6r_ngbvyKLzH1Qd1eV0DPq1jUrtbAbjtQk5QqeSTkPT66Ms4Lmu9QTxlXLUCZvN76lmiTowsPw
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/how-look-after-your-family%E2%80%99s-mental-health-when-you%E2%80%99re-stuck-indoors
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/10-ways-safely-entertain-your-kids-home


SRP STARS 

OF THE 

WEEK! 

OAKS CLASS 
DYLAN for com-
pleting his work 
online and trying 
very hard - super 
proud of his writ-

ing! 
 

Dylan making a musical 

instrument! 

Dylan taking part in his daily PE 

lesson! 



NURSERY 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to 

MITCHELL for using his imagination to create 

a dinosaur land from the Volcano he made 

during his Focus Week at Nursery.  

SHOUT OUT ……...to 

ZAC, AYLA, HARPER, IAN, NADIA, MILIE 
& MITCHELL for creating amazing rain-
bows to display in their windows at home! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to 

MILIE for painting rocks for 

children in Castle Hill to find! 

SHOUT OUT……...to 

GABRIELLA who created her 
very own farm with her family, 
she even turned her horse 
into a unicorn rainbow pony! 

Did you know? 

That Reading Eggs have launched a Junior 

version of their online letters and sounds 

programme for 2 - 4 year olds!  Parents can 

sign up for a 30 day free trial during the 

period of school closure and have access to 

Mathseeds for maths learners aged 3 - 9! 

https://readingeggsjunior.co.uk/?_ga=2.159672312.414342977.1585830454-18171514.1584790286
https://mathseeds.co.uk/


EYFS 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

JOSHUA, EDEN, REUBAN, 

ARES, COOPER, INYA, HUGO, 

CHLOE, KODY & CAMRAN for 

the name challenge! 

SHOUT OUTS ……...to 

BROOKE, DELILIAH, ETHAN, ARETHA, TEDDY E, JAKE, INYA, REUBAN, 

COOPER, JOSHUA, LOUISE, GEORGE F, HUGO, OZZIE, DARCY and      

ARIYANNA for making some incredible maths board games!  Some of their fan-

tastic designs included Star Wars, Rockets and Triangles.  Some even added 

their own sums too! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to 

JAKE, OZZIE, LOUISE, OZZIE, KAT-

LYN & DILARA for the alphabet plate 

challenge! 

Don’t forget you can log into Reading Eggs  if 

you know your log in details, or create a new 

account as a parent free of charge for 30 days, 

for online literacy learning or Mathseeds for 

maths practise for EYFS/KS1. Contact your class 

teacher in the ‘classroom stream’ if you have 

lost your password! 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/
https://mathseeds.co.uk/


YEAR 1 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 
ROWAN STAR                   

FINLEY for moving his 
learning on by challeng-
ing himself with higher 
level maths questions 

about time that we have 
not learnt in school yet! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to IVY 

H for her detailed history 

work on shoes from the 

past!  She went above and 

beyond and always present-

ing her work amazingly! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to LUIS for a 

detailed piece of history work but 

also for going above and beyond in 

producing more work! 

Did you know? 

Howletts and Port Lympe have 

joined in the virtual zoo tours!  Click 

here to view the animal web cams 

and you can also download some 

useful resources! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to LILY for  

being helpful at home, helping 

around the house and even doing 

some baking! 

https://www.aspinallfoundation.org/bring-the-parks-to-you/?utm_source=social&utm_medium=facebook-hw-organic&utm_campaign=bring-the-parks-to-you-sun-29-march&utm_content=text-link


YEAR 2 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

NANCY for engaging with 

all her work and getting all 

her family to take part in 

Jo Wicke’s PE workout - 

including her parents! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

DYLAN for trying really hard to do 

more work in the classroom this week! 

Did you know? 

The Animal Arts Company CLC are offering three 

creative activities leading up to Easter free of charge 

every Thursday!  The first two activities are already 

there!  Click on the links below to access: 

www.facebook.com/animateartscompany 
www.twitter.com/animate_arts 
www.youtube.com/animatearts  

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

SISI for teaching us some new Bulgari-

an words this week! 

http://www.facebook.com/animateartscompany
http://www.twitter.co%2C/animate_arts
http://www.youtube.com/animatearts
https://www.facebook.com/OfficialGruffalo/videos/3134033283326152/


BIRCH STAR 

FRANKIE 

For always being polite in 

the ’google classroom’ and 

giving everything his very 

best effort!  

YEAR 3 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to 

JITE for writing an 

amazing short story 

including some won-

derful fronted adverbi-

als and descriptive 

vocabulary! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

HENRY for really 

thinking about how to 

be safe if a tsunami        

happens! 

SHOUT OUT……...to DANA for 

creating a beautiful creative plan 

using descriptive words about a 

tornado. 

SHOUT OUT……...to OLUFELA 

for really thinking about what we have 

learn this term and using this knowledge 

to produce a well thought out paragraph 

about why she wants to visit Japan.! 



YEAR  4 

STARS OF 

THE WEEK! 

CEDAR STAR   

FLORENCE for continuous 

effort with her learning through-

out the week as well as being 

such a role model with her    

kindness in the classroom 

‘stream’! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

TOBY for his creative effort 

with his pinhole camera and also 

the tremendous effort he has 

shown in his learning over the 

past two weeks! 

SHOUT OUT ……...to  

BOBBY for fantastic science work 

making a camera obscurer! 

Did you know ….. You can create a free 

30 day parent   account for Reading Egg-

spress and Mathletics for KS2!  Contact 

your class teacher in the ‘classroom 

stream’ if you have lost your password 

for your school account! 

https://readingeggspress.co.uk/?_ga=2.182872814.992857203.1585232798-18171514.1584790286
https://readingeggspress.co.uk/?_ga=2.182872814.992857203.1585232798-18171514.1584790286
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/

