
COPA Behaviour Policy - COVID ADDENDUM 1.1 September 2020 
 
Behaviours under “return” to school in September to safeguard children and staff.  

 
 
Following the guidance issued by the Government’s “Checklist to Support Full Opening”, 
published in July 2020, this Addendum has been written as COPA starts to plan for a full time 
return of all year groups in September. 
 
In light of the need for all children to behave differently when all children return to school  (new 
systems that have been put in place to support that) we have made changes to our behaviour 
policy in this Addendum. This will remain current for the period of time we find ourselves in and 
will be reviewed regularly within this period.  This Addendum has been discussed with all staff 
and shared with all parents and pupils by email. Any future revisions will be shared again with 
parents and pupils and updated on our website.  
 
Expectations  

 
There will be an expectation that pupils will follow the new systems and rules on return to school 
and any pupil not complying with the new expectations within school (intentionally rather than 
unintentionally) will be informed that they will continue their learning from home. This is to 
safeguard all concerned.  
 
These are the expectations that we have set out initially and these may be amended, increased 
or decreased as we constantly review practices to ensure the safeguarding of all pupils and 
staff.  
 
Pupils will be expected to follow: 
 

● any altered timings or routines for drop off or collection e.g the gate that they will enter 
and exit the school premises and times for drop off or collection 
 

● instructions on who children can socialise with at school; children will be grouped in 
*’Year Group Bubbles’ to safeguard them, their peers and the staff teaching them. 
 

● teaching and support staff will now be able to move between ‘Year Group Bubbles’  
 

● rules on ‘social distancing’, e.g. physically touching others or deliberately getting too 
close, although we do acknowledge that children in the younger year groups (particularly 
those in EYFS) will find this more challenging  
 

 
 

*’Year Group Bubbles’: Children will be grouped into classes of no more than 30, called ‘bubbles’ and 
will be taught in these groups, wherever possible, across the week.  Children can now be taught and 
socialise in ‘Year Group Bubbles’ but in order to minimise risk, these will remain isolated from other 
‘bubbles’ in the school wherever possible. 



● instructions on how to move around the school as per specific instructions (for example, 
one-way systems, out of bounds areas, queuing) e.g. to designated outdoor areas and 
toilets 

 
● school instructions on hygiene, such as regular hand washing and sanitising throughout 

the day, in line with Government advice 
 

● the expectations about sneezing, coughing, tissues and disposal (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) 
and avoiding touching their mouth, nose and eyes with hands 

 
● rules about sharing any equipment or other items including drinking bottles 

 
● rules of what they are allowed to bring in from home e.g. pupils will not be allowed to 

bring any resources from home other than their water bottle, packed lunch and a coat if 
required. No pupils should bring a bag or any other equipment into school. 
 

● the amended expectations about breaks or play times, including where children may or 
may not play  
 

● the rules regarding the use of toilets,  only using designated toilet  for their bubble and 
only one child from each ‘bubble’ at any one time going to the toilet and waiting outside if 
there is someone else in the toilet 
 

● clear rules about coughing or spitting at or towards any other person 
 

● rewards and sanction system where appropriate.  
 
We would expect our older pupils to tell an adult if they are experiencing any of the 
symptoms of coronavirus.  

 
 

*’Year Group Bubbles’: Children will be grouped into classes of no more than 30, called ‘bubbles’ and 
will be taught in these groups, wherever possible, across the week.  Children can now be taught and 
socialise in ‘Year Group Bubbles’ but in order to minimise risk, these will remain isolated from other 
‘bubbles’ in the school wherever possible. 


