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Message from the Principal
Welcome back to all children and their families- it’s great to have everyone in school again! Seeing the children’s smiles 
as they came back into school was lovely to see and it is clear that many of them were keen to get back and catch up 
with their friends! Our focus on well-being and reconnecting  with school over the first few weeks has really helped the 
children to settle into new routines and we will continue with this to ensure children remain happy and feel safe. We are 
grateful for parents/carers support in adhering to the new systems and protocols in place, by working together we can 

minimise risks to everyone.

The Google Classroom Yrs 1 - 5
Home Learning & 
Communication

As you know it is our intention to post  
homework such as spelling lists in the ‘virtual’ 

classroom as well as maintain an online contact 
book between parents and class teachers.

This is in readiness for the possible closure of any 
year group bubble that may occur during the 

Autumn terms.  We obviously hope to avoid this at 
all costs, but in the light of the recent Government 

announcements, we aim to be ready to deliver 
online learning alongside in-school teaching.  This 

will also enable any child who is isolating at home to 
be able to access their class learning and still 

remain a part of the COPA community.

Parents of children in Year 1 have been notified 
separately, but in all other year groups the Google 

Classroom is already functioning and your child 
should have received an invitation to join their 

virtual class .  Over the coming week, spellings and 
assignments will be posted into the classes and 

communication between parents and teachers via a 
virtual contact book is already taking place.  

Learning assignments or demonstration video clips 
will largely follow lessons that are being delivered in 
school - but these can be also accessed by children 

working at home.  In addition they will serve as a 
helpful guide for parents to see what children are 

currently learning at school.

In the event of any year group bubble being out 
of school, we hope that online learning will 

become a natural switch over for pupils, 
teachers and parents.

  

 

Tapestry Learning Journal
                        Welcome to our new Nursery and Reception  parents!  Please 
remember that all your home learning and communication will be via Tapestry.  

If you have not yet signed up, please do so as this will be the method of 
communication between parents and teachers.

Please check your emails including junk and spam folders to sign up!

 Home Learning - EYFS (Nursery & Reception)      

Welcome Back to Cherry Orchard
It has been a challenging time getting the school safe and ready for children to 
return to school.  You will have already seen the ‘welcome back’ photo books 
that Mrs. Adams prepared on the news feed and these are also posted on the 

website on the year group pages.

Despite carefully prepared plans, a revised staggered entry procedure was 
introduced last Friday - which you can view here. 

We are also kindly requesting that all parents wear a face mask when 
dropping off or picking up their children on the playground or visiting the 

school office, unless the are exempt.
Please help us to keep everyone safe by wearing a mask, maintaining a 
social distance and supervising closely younger siblings whilst waiting.

      Parent Google Classroom Workshops
We appreciate some parents may find accessing the Google Classroom 

daunting and are worried about how to view their child’s learning - or 
communicating with the class teacher online.  In these unprecedented times, 
we also appreciate that nothing can replace face to face communication with 

the class teacher and how difficult this is currently in the playground - 
especially when wearing a facemask.  But the safety of our pupils and staff 

are paramount so communication before/after school is minimal.

For this reason, it is vitally important that all parents and children feel 
confident to engage in the virtual classroom.  We are running our first online 

parent workshop this week, with more following if required.

If you have not yet accepted the invite to your child’s google classroom and 
are unsure how to do so, we can help you to access this.  Over the next week, 
we will be identifying students who have not accepted the class invite or where 

there is little engagement and will be contacting parents directly to offer 
personal support to get them up and running ‘virtually’!

https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/COPA-Amended-plans-return-to-school-letter-.pdf
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Reminders
Children must not bring any bags or backpacks to school

Only a fruit snack or breakfast bar, lunch box and a water bottle 
should be brought to school.  Please ensure your child can open or 
access items in their packed lunches as adults cannot assist with 

opening these.

Please hold onto your child to prevent them crossing  the 
yellow lines on the playground to avoid mixing year group 

bubbles!

 

 

           Virtual Library 

 
A reminder that you can access lots of different reading 

books from all different genres via myON 

Year 3 are in the lead this week with most time read
Year Group Top Readers this week are:

Year 5: Nicholas    Year 4:Sethumi
Year 3:Nancy   Year 2: Aarya 

Year 1: Benjamin

       Coronavirus Symptoms
We are aware that parents are understandably concerned during this worrying period about whether or not their child is displaying COVID-19 

symptoms or just a common cold.  We all need to be extra vigilant and observant - but parents know their children best.  We hope the 
following helps to provide you with further information to make an informed decision.

The main symptoms of coronavirus are:
● A high temperature - this means your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)
● A new, continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if your 

child usually has a cough, it may be worse than usual)
● A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste - this means your child cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 

different to normal
● Breathing difficulties - can be a symptom with more severe infections

In order to make sure the school is safe, if you or your child has one or more of these symptoms, get a test as soon as possible.  Stay at 
home and do not have visitors until you get your test result.  Anyone you live with and anyone in your support bubble must also stay at home 
until you get your result.   

At the present time obtaining a test has become more difficult, due to a surge in demand.  To clarify, you only need to take a test if you 
have COVID-19 symptoms.  The current advice from Public Health England is that you do not need to get tested if you have been in close 
contact with someone who is infected if you are not displaying any symptoms.

Please let the school know if your child, or a member of your household, is being tested - you will not be penalised for staying at home - but 
your child cannot return to school until they receive a negative result.  

Over the coming months, it is likely that from time to time pupils will suffer from seasonal colds and flu.  This will make identifying pupils 
infected with COVID-19 more difficult; therefore it is important to understand the symptoms and be able to spot the difference between them 
and a common cold or other condition.  The following symptoms are not usually associated with COVID-19 and therefore are likely to indicate 
a different condition.

● Sneezing - this is most commonly associated with a cold or an allergy
● Body aches - this is most commonly associated with cold or flu
● Sore throat - this is most commonly associated with a cold
● Diarrhea - this is most commonly associated with flu or a gastro infection

If you are not sure whether your child has a cold, flu or COVID-19 then you can use NHS 111 online who have a symptom checker that will 
help identify the most likely condition.  https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/ 

This Government guidance for staying at home with symptoms has information in many languages, Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, French, 
Gujarati, Polish, Portuguese, Punabi, Urdu - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance

You  may also wish to read the latest Government advice on Staying Alert and Safe and the Rule of Six

Thank you for continuing to follow the rules and guidance and helping to keep our children safe at school.

https://www.myon.co.uk/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing-after-4-july
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
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Extended Schools News
Registration for our EYFS Breakfast Club and ASP Bubble has now closed for processing.  A reminder that there will be no 

ad-hoc bookings in Term 1, to allow the Key Stage Bubbles to be consistent in number and attendance September.

For our working parents, we may run a Holiday Club through October Half Term, but need to know firm numbers in order to 
arrange staffing and safety arrangements.  Please email holidayclub@cherryorchardprimary.org.uk with you firm interest if you 

need child-care during half-term and if this is viable,  we will send out a google form for registration shortly.

Sadly, there will be no After School Activity Clubs until further notice.  

Class Newsletters
Class newsletters have been posted in the Google Classroom and 

on the Academy website.  Newsletters for Year 1 have been 
separately as some passwords are not working correctly at the 

moment.  This issue will be fixed as soon as possible but 
newsletters will not be printed and sent home this term.

You can view these in the virtual classroom or here.

 

 

Free digital Books
To support teaching and learning at home, Oxford University Press 
are providing free access to 200+ digital versions of their Student 

Books for you to access whilst schools are affected by the 
coronavirus.

Please note, the temporary free access to these resources will be 
ending on 30 September 2020. So continue to make use of them 

until then.

https://global.oup.com/education/support-learning-anywh
ere/key-resources-online/?region=international

         Dates for your Diaries!
Thursday 17 September:  Google Classroom Parent Workshop 1 
Monday 21 September: EYFS attend full time /EYFS Breakfast Club & ASP commences
Thursday 24 September: Google Classroom Parent Workshop 2 
Friday 16 October: End of Term 1
Monday 2 November: Start of Term 2

 

Olive Dining Reminder
School lunches should be paid for in advance weekly or termly 
and deposited in the boxes outside the Kitchen and Reception 

gate. 
Cost £2.40 or £12 per week. 

We are waiting for updated menus from Olive Dining so please be 
aware that the menus on the website are not correct.  Jacket 
potatoes are only available on Thursdays and not every day.

Welcome to our New Reception Intake
Following short taster sessions this week and next, we look 

forward to welcoming our new Chestnuts and Junipers 
Reception classes on Monday 21st September as they join us 

full time!  We welcome them into our Cherry Orchard 
Community!

   

Absence & Attendance
It your child is unwell, you must ring the absence line by 
9am on the day of absence to report the reason for non 
attendance, giving as much detail as possible.  This is 

because we are monitoring all absences very closely to 
ensure the school remains safe.   If you do not contact the 
school, you will be contacted as part of our usual policy of 

first day calling.  Please see here for further details.

Children isolating or awaiting test results will not be 
penalised with an unauthorised absence. 

Fines may be imposed for other  unauthorised absences 

Hot Weather Warning
Whilst the return of the hot weather is welcome, please remember 

sun hats and water bottles for the children and be sure to apply 
sunscreen before the children come into school.  

Belongings left behind
If your child leaves their jumper, tie, lunch box or water bottle in their 
classroom, they cannot return to the classroom after pick up as they 

would usually.  This is because the classrooms are thoroughly 
cleaned and sanitised in line with staggered pick up times - ready for 

the morning.  
We apologise for any inconvenience.  Please check back in the 
morning with the class teacher.  If your belongings are clearly 

labelled with your child’s name - these will be returned to them.

mailto:holidayclub@cherryorchardprimary.org.uk
https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/class-letters/
https://global.oup.com/education/support-learning-anywhere/key-resources-online/?region=international
https://global.oup.com/education/support-learning-anywhere/key-resources-online/?region=international
https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Attendance-Leaflet-1.pdf
https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AWO-Unauthorised-Holiday-Info.pdf

