
 

      Welcome to Year 1 

  Willow & Rowan Class Newsletter  

Term 1 2020-2021 

  

Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 1 

 

We hope that all families had a happy and healthy summer break. We have loved welcoming your children 

back into school. For some, it has been 6 months since stepping foot onto school grounds, we have been 

overwhelmed with the positivity from children who have settled in quickly and are getting used to their new 

school routines. We would like to thank all parents and carers for their support in helping to make school a 

positive experience.  

 

Due to not being able to hold our usual ‘Welcome to year 1’ parent meeting, this newsletter will be more 

lengthy than usual. This newsletter sets out to give you some key year 1 information and to give you an 

overview of what learning is planned for Term 1. There will be a big focus on well-being, not only to  help 

transition the children from Year R to Year 1 but to also ensure all children are feeling safe and happy to be 

back at school.  

 

Thank you for your continued support  

From the KS1 Team  

Transition into year 1 

We aim to make the transition into year 1 as smooth as possible with a big emphasis on well-being and 

continuing with some of the principles used in year R. There is, however,  more emphasis on formal 

learning. Please do not be overly concerned if you find your child is taking a little bit of time to adjust. It is 

perfectly normal and to be expected.  Please be reassured that as teachers we are incredibly mindful of this 

and doing everything we can to ensure your child is happy in school. 

  

This term our Transdisciplinary Learning Theme will be: 

 “How we express ourselves”  

 
Our Central Idea is:  

 

“People may choose to express themselves in different ways” 
 

During our IB sessions we will focus on the importance of festivals and celebrations being a way for people to express 

themselves in different ways.  

Year 1 Team 

KS1 Lead and Willow Class Teacher: Mrs Newton          Teaching Assistants: Mr Outram and Miss Gifford 

Rowan Class Teacher: Miss Spendlove                             Associate Teacher: Miss Bill 



SRP Teacher: Miss Oyelaja         SRP Teaching Assistant: Miss Dunne 

Read Write Inc.  

Children will continue to work 

through the RWI programme. For the 

first few weeks we will be taking part in whole 

class phonics sessions. After children have had 

time to settle back into school life and have been 

assessed, new RWI groups will begin. Parents will 

be notified of how their child got on in their 

assessment.  

Due to Covid-Secure measures groups will be run 

slightly differently to normal. This is to ensure 

children are kept in their year group bubbles.  

 

Home Reading  

 

Children are expected to read to an adult at home 

for at least 10 minutes every day. Unfortunately 

we are currently unable to send home Book 

Banded Reading books which your child would 

usually have started to bring home in Year R. 

Children will be able to access reading books via 

MyON. Children can continue to use their same 

login information as last year to access books. 

Please click here for a parent guide to MyON.  

Teachers will also post links on the Google 

Classroom for other websites where e-books can 

be accessed.  

 We will continue to assess the children’s reading 

level. When a child moves to a new RWI group 

their book band colour will also change. You will be 

notified of this via the Google Classroom so you 

are aware of what level books your child is reading.  

Maths 

In maths this term our main focus will be number and 

place value including work on addition and 

subtraction. Children will be expected to be able to 

solve one-step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations.  

Children will also work on missing number problems. 

We will recap on their learning of counting both 

forwards and backwards and identifying one more 

and one less than a given number. Children will learn 

how to write numbers in both numerals and words 

and focus on the presentation of their 

work keeping in mind ‘one digit, one 

square’. 

 We will continue to use Numberblocks to teach 

maths concepts and will begin to use Mathseeds. 

Homework will be set on this after Term 1. 

 

Children will be given access to Mathseeds and TT 

Rockstars. Login information for both of these will be 

posted in the Google Classroom. After Term 1 we will 

begin to set weekly maths homework on mathseeds.  

 

 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parents-Guide-to-Renaissance.pdf


Science 

Or science topic this term will be all about animals 
and humans.  

 
Golden Afternoon  

 
 

Now that the children are in Year One they will be working 
towards an end of term celebration, Golden Afternoon. 
This is to reward their hard work and good behaviour. We 
use the Traffic Light system in class, see here with the aim 
being that all children finish the day on ‘Shiny Green’. All 
children start the term with 60 minutes Golden Afternoon 
time and have the opportunity to earn up to 90 minutes, if 
they remain on shiney green every day. Those children 
who move to green will not lose any time. Children who 
move further down the traffic light system will have 
minutes deducted from their Golden Afternoon Time.  
All of the children have been spoken to about this and are 
really excited to take part in their first Golden Afternoon.  

Music 

Mrs Stroud will be teaching Willow & Rowan class 
for music sessions. Children will focus on rhythm 

and tempo and learn songs for Harvest. 

PE 
 
This Term in PE Mr Barnard is introducing the children to 
Outdoor Adventurous Activities. The children will be 
learning map reading skills and positional 
awareness.Building on their team working skills from last 
year children will be encouraged to be ‘Thinkers & 
Communicators’ in keeping with COPA PYP learning. 

 
Alongside weekly PE lessons Mr Barnard will be introducing 

the children to the ‘Daily Mile’. Children will also have 
access to a virtual PE classroom.  

 

 

 

Due to covid secure measures children will not be visiting the library weekly as they did last year. However 

they will still have access to the library books within school. Staff will ensure that books are not shared 

between different bubbles without the books being quarantined between use.  

 
 
 
 

Reading: As detailed above, children are expected to read for 10 minutes a day to an adult at home. 

Children who are still learning their Set 1 sounds and how to blend are encouraged to access phonic 

resources / weblinks that will be uploaded onto the Google Classroom under the supervision of an adult. 

Children can also use their Read Write Inc Sound books that they received last year.  

Termly homework - Term 1 

Children are to choose 1 or more homework task that they would like to complete this term. Termly 

homework will be due by last week of term. Children are free to present their homework in whichever way 

they choose. They can take a photo of their work and upload it to the Google Classroom.  

Option 1: To choreograph and perform a dance to express their feelings 

Option 2: Research a festival /  special celebration that your family celebrates, find out why it is important 

Option 3: To make a party invitation  

From Term 2 we will introduce weekly Maths and Spelling Homework.  

 

https://cherryorchardprimaryacademy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Revised-COPA-Behaviour-Policy.pdf

