
 

 

      Welcome to Year 3 

  Birch & Palm Class Newsletter  

Term 1 2020-2021    

Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 3 

 

We hope that all families had a happy and healthy summer break. We have loved welcoming your children 

back into school. For some, it has been 6 months since stepping foot onto school grounds, we have been 

overwhelmed with the positivity from children who have settled in quickly and are getting used to their new 

school routines. We would like to thank all parents and carers for their support in helping to make school a 

positive experience.  

 

This newsletter sets out to give you some key year 3 information and to give you an overview of what 

learning is planned for Term 1. There will be a big focus on well-being, not only to help transition the 

children from Year 2 to Year 3 but to also ensure all children are feeling safe and happy to be back at school.  

 

Thank you for your continued support  

Miss Kemp and Miss Sandhu  

This term our Transdisciplinary Learning Theme will be: 

 “How we express ourselves”  

 
Our Central Idea is:  

 

“People may choose to express themselves in different ways” 
 

During our IB sessions we will focus on the importance of festivals and celebrations being a way for people to express 

themselves in different ways.  

 

Through our theme learning we will investigate the key questions children asked about our main line of 

inquiry. These key questions include: 

- How can we express our inside emotions? 

- What are our inside emotions? 

- How can light to express creativity? 

 

Year 3 Team 

Birch Class Teacher: Miss Sandhu          Teaching Assistant: Mrs O’borne 

Palm Class Teacher: Miss Kemp                           Teaching Assistant: Miss Odelo 

SRP Teacher: Miss Hughes                     SRP Teaching Assistant: Miss Fuller  



 Reading and Read Write Inc.  

Year 3 will be having daily reading 

lessons focusing on fluency and 

comprehension with books that tie in with our 

termly theme as well as holding Read Write Inc 

sessions for those who need it.  

 

Home Reading  

 

Children are expected to read to an adult at home 

for at least 15-20 minutes every day. Unfortunately 

we are currently unable to send home Book 

Banded Reading books which your child would 

usually have started to bring home in Year R. 

Children will be able to access reading books via 

MyON. Children can continue to use their same 

login information as last year to access books. 

Please click here for a parent guide to MyON.  

Teachers will also post links on the Google 

Classroom for other websites where e-books can 

be accessed.  

 We will continue to assess the children’s reading 

level. When a child moves to a new RWI group 

their book band colour will also change. You will be 

notified of this via the Google Classroom so you are 

aware of what level books your child is reading.  

 

 

 

Due to hygiene measures, children will not be 

visiting the library weekly as they did last year. 

However, they will still have access to the library 

books within school. Staff will ensure that books 

are not shared between different bubbles without 

the books being quarantined between use. 

Maths 

Although we covered so much during home learning, 

we are going to revisit some year 2 leaning to ensure 

we are confident before moving onto the year 3 

curriculum.  

This term we will revisit year 2:  

- Shape 

- Measurement  

- Time  

Science 

For term 1, Year 3 will be learning all about light. We 

will be exploring: 

- Natural sources of light 

- Causes of shadows and reflections  

- How light travels  

Music 

Mrs Stroud will be teaching Birch & Palm class 

for music sessions. Children will focus on rhythm 

and tempo and learn songs for Harvest. 

PE 
 
This Term in PE Mr Barnard is introducing the children to 
Outdoor Adventurous Activities. The children will be 
learning map reading skills and positional 
awareness.Building on their team working skills from last 
year children will be encouraged to be ‘Thinkers & 
Communicators’ in keeping with COPA PYP learning. 
 
Alongside weekly PE lessons Mr Barnard will be introducing 
the children to the ‘Daily Mile’. Children will also have 
access to a virtual PE classroom.  
 
Year 3 PE will be on Thursday’s where children we need to 
come to school wearing their PE kit and remain in it all day.  

 

PSHE and Wellbeing 

This year has been unpredictable and full of change so 

we appreciate that not everybody may be feeling a 

little worried about things. We will be ensuring 

children’s wellbeing is top priority by focussing on 

wellbeing techniques and delivering weekly PSHE 

lessons.  

 

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parents-Guide-to-Renaissance.pdf


 

 

Spelling Test 

Weekly spelling lists and daily homework activities will be posted on the Google Classroom. Children will 

need to review these before our class spelling test on Friday. Please keep in mind that teachers may 

occasionally change this. We recommend that your child practises their spellings as much as possible to 

ensure they achieve their best scores each week.  

 

TT rockstars and Mathletics 

Now the children are in KS2, we encourage them to practice their times tables on TT rockstars. We will also 

set regular activities on Mathletics. Login details will be provided through the Google Classroom.  

MyOn Reading  

As well as the online library books, teachers will be setting regular projects on MyOn as part of our blended 

learning. Teachers are able to see the amount of time spent reading on MyOn and will be rewarding the 

child with the most time spent with a prize each term.  

 

 

 

 


